Seven Steps to Answered Prayer

1. Decide what you want from God. (Be specific with your petitions.)

a. James 1:5-8
5 If you need wisdom--if you want to know what God wants you to do--ask him, and he will gladly tell you. He will not resent your asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 People like that should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 They can't make up their minds. They waver back and forth in everything they do. NLT

2. Read Scriptures that promise the answer you need. (Plant the Word in your heart)

a. Joshua 1:8 
8 Study this Book of the Law continually. Meditate on it day and night so you may be sure to obey all that is written in it. Only then will you succeed. NLT

3. Ask God for the thing you want. (God knows what you need, but you must ask.) 


a. Matthew 7:7, 8
7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. NIV

4. Believe that you receive what you have asked for. (Stubborn faith refuses to bend to natural circumstances.) 

a. Mark 11:23, 24
24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins."  NIV

b. Ephesians 1:3

3 How we praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we belong to Christ.  NLT

5. Refuse to doubt! (Never permit a mental picture of failure to remain in your mind.) 

a. James 4:7

7 Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. NKJV

6. Meditate on the promises of God. (See yourself with it and act like you already have it.) 

a. Philippians 4:8-9
8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, let me say one more thing as I close this letter. Fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think about things that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. NLT

b. Proverbs 4:20-22
20 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words.  21 Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; 22 for they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body. NIV

7. Give God the praise! (Don’t wait til the battle is over. Shout NOW!!!) 

a. Philippians  4:4-7
4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again--rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 If you do this, you will experience God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. NLT

b. John 15:7

 7 But if you stay joined to me and my words remain in you, you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! NLT

