Stewardship 2006

Mobilizing for Ministry
Mobile means movable! To mobilize means to pack up and get ready to move out. For entertainers it means to take your show on the road. People know their parts from stagehands to movers to the stars of the show. The phrase, "This is it!" best describes the attitude of the group.
Well, that's the way it is with the Christian life. God has given different abilities to the members of the Body of Christ, which is His family. Our mission is to use the gift of eternal life to expand God's Kingdom on earth. This is called being a good steward.
What is a steward? Well, in Jesus' day wealthy people with servants placed one servant in charge of all the rest to manage their activities. The servant in charge of the household was called a steward. The steward managed the operations and upkeep of all the owner's property. For this the steward was compensated well.
Each of us has the distinct honor of being stewards of God's salvation and all that goes with it! We, ourselves, own nothing. All we have belongs to God (1 Corinthians 6:20). We are managers of what belongs to Him! The purpose of this lesson is to help you become a good steward of God's gift of eternal life in Christ.
To be an effective steward for the Lord, we must take inventory of our assets. What are you working with? In First Thessalonians 5:23 we find that everything in our life fits into three categories. We are a spirit. We posses a soul, and we have a body.
Your spirit is the real you. God is spirit and you are made in God's image. So, you are like God in your spirit. It is the inner most part or the heart of your being. Your spirit is the part of you that was redeemed (bought back from Satan's control) when you were born again. It is where Christ lives in the person of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17).
Your soul consists of your mind, will, and emotions, including your intellect and imagination. Your mind is the primary part of your soul. It was not redeemed at your new birth.




It is renewed throughout your life as you feed it with the word of God and meditate upon that word in study, prayer, worship, and service!
Finally, your body is the house that your spirit and soul live in. Actually it's your body that gives you the right the authority to function in the earth. That's why demons and evil spirits are always searching for someone who will let them use their body for a home base of satanic operation in the earth. Death occurs when your spirit and soul separate from your body. At that point, you, the real you, no longer have a right to operate in the earth. Believers will leave this world and enter Heaven to be with Jesus! Sinners will enter Hell with Satan!
So, you see it's imperative that we do our best in managing God's gifts and abilities in His service while we're here on the earth. How do we do that? I call this process the 3Ds. You must discover your gifts from God, both spiritual and natural. Secondly, you must invest the time and energy to develop your gifts to their fullest potential. Finally, you deploy those gifts in the Master's service in the world and in the church as you fulfill your destiny in life!
This is what Jesus did with his life. His destiny, as our Savior, was to purchase our redemption by becoming God's sacrifice for our sins. Knowing His purpose, He had to prepare himself to fulfill that purpose. For this cause He studied the word of God and grew in wisdom through prayer, instruction, correction, and practice. Finally, He mobilized for ministry and went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed of the devil. Finally, He died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead for our justification. He deployed His gift to accomplish our redemption! Hallelujah! Glory to the Lamb!
That's our task as well. We have the same Holy Spirit Jesus had and we must manage our God given gifts as well. We must manage the name of Jesus as a gift! The love of God, the faith of God, the word of God, the joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control, prophesy, giving, serving, teaching, encouraging, mercy, and leadership are all God's gifts to us for battle! Then, like Jesus, when we must leave this earth, we, too, can hear those precious words from the Master, "Well done good and faithful steward!"

